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Starting Ideas

ÅEconomy is changing

ÅGoing to have to solve this ourselves

ÅLimited governmental resources

ÅGet tough, get creative

ÅCannot be constrained by past

ÅMust think for the future
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Non-structural Flood Control:  Designing A 

Sustainable Coastal Economy

SSPEED Center, Rice University 

Funded By Houston Endowment
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Important NRA Destinations



Bird Watching Economics 2006

Å48 Million Birdwatchers in United States

Å$36 billion in direct expenditures

Å$82 billion in total economic value

ÅGenerated 671,000 jobs

ÅGenerated $11 billion in federal, state and 

local tax revenues



Top Bird Counts ï2009/2010

U.S. Rank     Name        Species Recorded

1          Matagorda                231

2          Guadalupe Delta      216

5 Freeport 203

9          San Bernard             199



Economics of Paddling

Å17.8 million Americans ages 6 and older 

participated in kayaking, canoeing, and rafting 

in 2008.

Å9.9 million Americans participated in canoeing 

in 2008. 

Å7.8 million Americans participated in kayaking 

ÅPaddling participants made 174 million outings 

in 2008, averaging 10 days per participant.



Potential 
National 
Recreation Area









Carbon Sequestration ï

DOE Estimated $37/ton CO2

Marsh in California

25 tons per acre
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